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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dahooja  Barlow Creek Families, 
 

We are well on our way with Term 1 and are em-

bracing the autumn weather before the snow ar-

rives.  
 

Our November BLAZERS is Learners – Learners ob-

serve what is happening around them, make con-

nections to what they know and ask deep thinking 

questions to help them understand what they are 

observing. Learners are like detectives, they are curi-

ous and ask questions like why and how things hap-

pen to dig deeper and learn more. Our December 

BLAZERS is Accepting - when you are accepting you 

are kind, you include others and you embrace differ-

ent viewpoints. Being accepting means being com-

passionate and caring and treating others the way 

you would like to be treated.  
 

Maria Dawson is now Vice Principal at QJS and will 

no longer be covering for me on my days at Wells-

Barkerville Elementary. We will miss her and are 

grateful for her time at Barlow. Amanda Younker is 

the new Vice Principal at Ecole Red Bluff Lhtako and 

will be filling in for me when I am at Wells-Barkerville 

Elementary beginning November 19.   
 

We appreciate your ongoing support and patience. 

If you have any questions or concerns do not hesi-

tate to contact the school. 
 

Sunachailya, 

Ms. Danuser 

Principal 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Wheelchair Sports Nov 17 

Tattoos on Sale Nov 17-21 

PAC Meeting @ 6:00 pm Nov 19 

November Assembly 10::20 am Nov 24 

Staff wears their tattoos Nov 24 

School Spirit-Hat Day Nov 25 

Hot Lunch—Panago Nov 27 

NI Day—Indigenous Focus 

School for teachers only 

Nov 28 

School Spirit-Christmas Dress-up 
Day 

Dec 2 

Candy Cane Candy Gram sales at 
lunch 

Dec 8-9 

Winter Concert—1:00 pm Dec 10 

PAC Christmas lunch Dec 12 

Christmas Craft Afternoon Dec 12 

Candy Cane Candy Grams handed 
out 

Dec 16 

Term 1 Learning Updates go 
home 

Dec 18 

School Spirit-Pajama Day Dec 19 

Assembly—10:20 am Dec 19 

Winter Dance @ lunch Dec 19 

Winter Break Dec 22—
Jan 4 

First School Day of 2026 Jan 5 



 Dakelh Language and 

Culture 

Practice some Dakelh with 

your children.  

Ndi sus I’dzan – This bear is 

brown. 

Ndi musdzoon ho’en – I saw 

an owl. 

Benghaz Nats’ukih – No-

vember – half the time we 

travel by boat 

Naowtejus – It’s going to 

snow.  

Language Lessons 

Dakelh/Southern Carrier 

language teacher Arlene 

Horutko.will be back at Bar-

low in January 2026.  

CANDY GRAMS FUNDRAISER 
  

Candy Cane Candy Grams will 
be sold for $1 Dec 8 & 9. 

 They will be handed out 
Dec 16. 

Healthy Practices  
 

Throughout cold and flu season we have been experiencing 

increased student and staff absences. We wanted to remind 
everyone to stay home when sick as this stops the spread of 

illness. Students, visitors and staff should stay home if they 

have symptoms of illness such as: fever or chills, difficulty 

breathing, diarrhea, runny nose, headache, sore throat, sneez-

ing, body aches, loss of sense of smell or taste, loss of appe-
tite, extreme fatigue or tiredness, vomiting, severe uncon-

trolled coughing or wheezing.  

THE MIDDLE YEARS DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (MDI) 

IS COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL IN 2026! SD No. 28 has 

partnered with the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) 
at the University of British Columbia to measure and promote 

children’s social and emotional development, health, well-

being, and assets through the Middle Year Development In-

strument (MDI). The MDI is a self-report questionnaire that 

asks children in middle childhood about their thoughts, feel-

ings and experiences. The MDI is the first survey of its kind to 
gather information about the lives of children both in school, 

in the home and in the community, from their own perspec-

tive. The survey questions align with the BC Ministry of Edu-

cation’s K-12 curriculum, which includes a focus on promot-

ing children’s personal and social competencies. Grade 6 stu-
dents are invited to complete the MDI during class time be-

tween: January 13 and March 13, 2026.  

 

For more information and to view the questionnaires: 

https://earlylearning.ubc.ca/monitoring-system/mdi/mdi-

overview/  

 

Parent FAQs: https://earlylearning.ubc.ca/monitoring-

system/mdi/parent-caregiver-info/  

Safety Drills 

For safety we have a number of drills 

we are required to complete each 

school year. Fire, intruder/lockdown, 

gas leak and earthquake drills are 

done throughout the year. Typically, 

we do not give advance notice of 

drills. If your child may need advance 

notice please let their classroom 

teacher know.  

Please remember to return your 
backpacks from the Backpack 

Buddy Program. 

Thank you 



BLAZERS 
 

Staff give students BLAZERS for demonstrating positive behaviours. At our 

monthly assemblies all the students who had a BLAZERS for the month are 

entered into a draw for a t-shirt. In September our winner was Sydney West 

for being responsible and fixing a broom. Our October winners were Reed 

Clegg for being a Learner and staying on task in class and Jaxx Ward for be-

ing Self-aware and reminding younger students about expected behaviour 

and how to play kindly. 

Brave BLAZERS – The following students were acknowledged at our October 

Assembly for demonstrating bravery: Luna Bellamy, Barret McKelvie, Serenity 

Hawkridge, Freya Bellamy and Vera Schwieger.  

STUDENT VOICE 

 

Here at Barlow, we have a small group of grade 6 and 7 students, 

called Student Voice.  We plan school spirit days, events, etc. Our 

next events include: 

 

School Spirit Crazy Hat Day—November 25 

Fancy Dress Day-December 2 

Pajama Day-December 19 

 

We are also partnering with PAC for a 

Christmas dance on December 19. 

 

 Thanks for supporting us!  



 

Research suggests 5 ways to promote a healthy mind are: 

Eating well, sleeping soundly, moving more, giving back 

and connecting with others.  This month we are going to 

look at ways to support eating well. According to the Kelty Mental Health website 

good nutrition supports mental health and well-being, giving your body and brain 

the power and nourishment it needs. When children eat healthy, it can boost their 

mood, concentration and help maintain energy throughout the day. Children can 

also cope more easily with stress, better manage their emotions and improve sleep 

habits when fueled by healthy meals and snacks. One way you can help support 

eating well is to limit the amount of sugary snacks and drinks children eat. Check 

out Keltymentalhealth.ca/eating-well for more tips and strategies to support eating 

well.  

TATTOO A TEACHER 

Tattoos on sale November 17-21 

Everyone wears their TATTOS on Monday, November 24th 

Grade 7 Hoodie Fundraiser           Tattoos are .50 cents each 

 

 

 

 

October’s book battle books were “Why won’t You 

Sleep” and “Be Quiet”. The winner of October’s book 

battle is “Be Quiet”  

 

The November Book Battle books are “Rosie 

Revere, Engineer” and “Molly’s Tuxedo” 

Happy Book Battling! 

https://keltymentalhealth.ca/eating-well
https://keltymentalhealth.ca/eating-well


Student Walking 

Safety 
 

As we head into winter 

with shorter daylight 

hours, we wanted to 
share some tips for stu-

dents walking to bus 
stops and schools. 

 Be visible - Students 
should have some form 

of clothing, backpack 
or other item that is 

reflective, or some form 
of light to shine as 

they walk. 

 Walk on sidewalks or 
paths – It is always 

best to walk on side-
walks or paths.  If 
there are no sidewalks, 

walk facing traffic as 
far to the left as possi-

ble. 

 Eyes up, phones down 

– be attentive while 
walking to avoid trip-
ping and watch for 

traffic. 

  

We also ask that all driv-

ers SLOWDOWN while 
driving in school zones  

and bus stops and watch 
for students during your 
morning and afternoon 

commute. 

WINTER CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 

If any household that has spare / outgrown 

winter snow pants & gloves/mitts we would 

gladly accept them for kids to borrow. 

               Dressing for the Weather 

We would like to remind ALL students to dress for the 

weather!  Unless it is extremely cold (-15C) we will be out-
side for lunch and recess. Wear layers, along with proper 
attire - such as, a warm jacket, snow pants, mit-

tens/gloves, toque and boots!  

A change of clothes in your backpack is a great idea! 

LUNCHES:  

Please remember to send the required utensils for your child(ren)’s 
lunches. And please supply a water bottle! 

Kids have been coming to the office for spoons on a 
continual basis. 

We don’t normally stock spoons. Thanks in advance. 

School Communications 

Most communication, such as bus information, newsletters, 

etc., will be emailed from the school. You can also check 

our school website, barlowcreek.sd28.bc.ca or the school 

district website, www.sd28.bc.ca. Our website is linked to 

the school district website so up to date school district infor-

mation is on the Barlow school website as well.  

Allergy Alert 

We are peanut and shellfish free. 

Please refrain from sending food that includes these ingredients.  

Raising Digitally Responsible Youth – A Parent’s Guide  

 

Parenting is hard, and the rapid rise of technology and social media use 

in the lives of their kids makes it harder. To help, Safer Schools Together is 

sharing access to their parent’s guide for raising digitally responsible 

youth. The guide was designed to help introduce Parents and Caregivers 

to leading social media platforms, video games, and relevant trends that 

are either being used already or have the potential to be used by their 

children. This guide is full of tips, how-to’s and definitions for the most 

widely used apps – including TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram and more. 

Click on the link below to get your free copy.  



Family Resources 
 

Confident Parents Thriving Kids Programs 

https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/ 

 

Anxiety Program: teachers, counsellors etc can refer 

https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/anxiety/ 

 

Behaviour Program: referral from doctors or nurse practitioners 

https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/behaviour/ 

 

This is another CPTK resource that is used for supporting Indigenous 

families in particular. 

https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/bigworries/ 

Troll Skiing News 

Our intermediate and Ms. Gauthiers class 

(grades 3/4) students will be skiing Feb 23 and 

26, 2026. We will be sending registration forms 

and information home in the new year! Watch 

for updates.  

With Ms. Gauthier having a split grade 3/4 

class, it has been decided 

that they will go Skiing @ Troll 

and WILL NOT be going 

swimming with the Primary 

classes this year. 

IMPORTANT: 

  

Non-Instructional Day -  

Indigenous Focus 

 

Friday, November 28th 

 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Petember Winner –  

 

Top Library Patron Awards –  

These are awarded to keen readers who regu-

larly check out books and are enthusiastic 

about library. This month’s top library patron 

awards go to Porscha Garcia, Mackenzie Erick-

son-Collins and 

Maddie Law-

rence.  

Please see Mrs. Sumner 

at lunch Tuesday to 

collect your prize. 

PAC NEWS 
 

 

PAC meeting: 

Wednesday, Nov 19 @ 6:00pm 

https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/
https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/anxiety/
https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/behaviour/
https://welcome.cmhacptk.ca/bigworries/


The school district operates 4 StrongStart BC early learning centres that provide 
free, school-based, high quality early learning programs for children aged 0-5 
years old who are accompanied by a parent or caregiver.  At StrongStart you 
and your child will have opportunities to play, make new friends, create art, go 

to the gym, sing songs, engage with stories and so much more!   

Feel free to drop in to: 

 

Baker StrongStart                      Monday to Friday               8:30am-11:30am 

Barlow Creek StrongStart         Monday to Thursday           8:15am-11:15am 

Bouchie Lake StrongStart          Monday to Friday               8:15am - 1:15am       

Dragon Lake StrongStart           Monday to Friday               8:30am-11:30am 







* * * * AMENDED * * * * 

Changes: 

Outside Supervision 

begins at 7:55 













A new speed limit in section of Barkerville Highway  
 

Barlow Creek and Quesnel residents may have noticed a new speed limit 

when first turning onto Highway 26, Barkerville Highway. 

“Recently, there’s been a reduction of the speed limit on the Barkerville High-
way from the junction of Highway 97 to just past Barlow Creek Elementary 
School from 80 kilometers an hour down to 70,” said John Massier, the Cari-

boo Regional District Director for Electoral Area C. 

The speed limit was changed by the Ministry of Transportation and Transit, 
implemented the change was implemented last week. The ministry also im-
plemented enhanced signage in the area that read “Barlow Creek Elementary 
School Ahead” and “50 km/h when Children on Highway” on both sides of 

the road in both directions. 

 

“I’ve been lobbying for years to get the ministry to recognize the fact that the 
elementary school on the Barkerville highway is not safe for the speed zone 
to be 80 kilometers an hour past that point,” Massier said. “I’ve been trying 
to get them to put in a regular school speed zone for the section right by the 
school, and haven’t had much luck. However, this is a step they’ve. taken, 
and I think reducing the speed from 80 to 70 will make it safer for the stu-
dents. I’d still like to see them take the 
next step and put the school zone in front 
of the school, like every other elementary 

school in the province is entitled to.” 

The ministry said in email correspond-
ence that it “considers a range of factors 
when setting speed limits. These include 
roadway geometry, pedestrian type and 
activity, crash history, land-use context, 
traffic volume, observed speeds, and 

many more.” 

Recently improvements safety conditions 
along Highway 26 in the past including: 
shoulder widening, enhanced signage, 
clearing and trimming brush and trees to 

improve visibility. 


